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            February 16, 2022 
 
 

Attn: Appropriations Committee, Conservation & Development Subcommittee 
H.B. No. 5037 Public Hearing  
Tuesday, February 16, 2022 
 
Senator Osten, Representative Walker, and esteemed members of the Appropriations 
Committee, 
 
I would like to thank the committee for their past support and ask them to continue to fund the 
Westville Village Renaissance Alliance, a small but mighty organization central to the 
economic vitality and cultural identity of Westville Village. As you may know, Westville 
Village is a historic commercial district in the heart of a New Haven neighborhood, Westville, 
a place that people of all ages, incomes and ethnicities are proud to call home. Westville is 
known and loved for its arts scene and its strong community spirit. 

WVRA plays many critical roles in keeping Westville vibrant—through business recruitment, 
advocacy and support; through streetscape maintenance and investment; through marketing 
efforts to define our identity as a creative, diverse and family friendly community; through 
public art commissions, and through a formidable slate of community events. All of there 
events were back in force in 2021, including the annual ArtWalk, the Hi-Fi Pie Fest summer 
concert series and pie-baking competition, the Giant Puppet and People Making Mayhem 
Parade and the Citywide Open Studios Westville Weekend. These events draw thousands of 
visitors annually. 

In the year since we last testified to this body, Westville has thrived and grown despite the 
challenges posed by the pandemic. Our ongoing efforts in Westville have been critical to this 
success. This year, we were able to close a block in the center of Westville Village and create 
a public plaza, Central Patio, that has transformed the pedestrian experience of the 
neighborhood—connecting our growing selection of shops and restaurants to each other and 
creating a much-needed, Covid-safe outdoor gathering spot. WVRA spearheaded two 
programming initiatives—a weekly Salsa Night and a weekend Westville Arts Market—that 
kept Central Patio active, drove increased foot traffic and provided opportunities for local 
artists and artisans to teach, coordinate and sell. Also this year, five new businesses have 
opened, construction has begun on a mixed use development with more than 120 housing 
units, and another development featuring 144 units of housing has been proposed. 

 
We are grateful for the successes of the past year, and mindful of the challenges that continue 
to bear down on our small businesses during this difficult time. We will continue to recruit, 
support, amplify and advocate for Westville while providing our vibrant community with 
opportunities to come together and celebrate in any way we can. And I hope you will continue 
to provide us with this critical support. 

 

Elizabeth Donius 
Executive Director 
Westville Village Renaissance Alliance 


